Chris Bergh was raised in the lower Florida Keys and Key West where he developed an early fascination with wildlife and natural areas, both terrestrial and marine.  He attended Florida Keys Community College and then Prescott College in Arizona, where he studied science, natural resource management, writing and literature and received a degree in Environmental Conservation.  After college he embarked on a series of internships and seasonal jobs with the National Audubon Society, state and federal government agencies and The Nature Conservancy in New England and throughout Florida.    

 

In 1999 Chris returned home to the Florida Keys to manage The Nature Conservancy’s preserves and assist other natural resource managers.  Over time he assumed land acquisition and marine conservation duties and became the Florida Keys Program Director.  In 2009 he became the Florida Chapter of The Nature Conservancy’s Director of Coastal and Marine Resilience.  The Conservancy’s coastal and marine resilience work ranges from terrestrial fire and invasive species management to coral reef conservation to sea level rise adaptation and sharing lessons-learned on these subjects with other high priority conservation areas like the nearby Caribbean.  A great deal of Chris’s work revolves around bringing people’s sometimes divergent interests together to achieve consensus and effect conservation of plants, animals and natural areas to help ensure that people can continue to benefit from nature’s bounty.

